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SUBJECT: PLANNED CARIBBEAN UNIVERSITY CONFERENCE 
UNDER ECLA POSTPONED 

1. TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO PRIME MINISTER ERIC WILLIAMS 
INFORMED ME NOV 12 THAT, DESPITE HIS HOPE THAT THE 
ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING OF THE CARIBBEAN COMMITTEE OF 
ECLA IN HAVANA RECENTLY WOULD PROVIDE FOR THE FIRST 
FUNCTIONAL CONFERENCE TO BE HELD TO BRING TOGETHER 
UNIVERSITIES FROM ALL OVER THE CARIBBEAN IN DECEMBER, 
IT NOW APPEARED INEVITABLE THAT THE CONFERENCE WILL 
NOT BE HELD UNTIL 1976. 

2. WILLIAMS HAD ANTICIPATED HOSTING THE CONFERENCE 
IN PORT OF SPAIN IN DECEMBER SO THAT IT WOULD FALL 
IMMEDIATELY BEFORE THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE 
UN UNIVERSITY IN CARACAS IN JANUARY AND SOME OF THE 
DIGNITARIES IN THE FIELD OF HIGHER EDUCATION INVOLVED 
IN THE COUNCIL SESSION COULD ALSO ATTEND THE CARIBBEAN 
UNIVERSITY CONFERENCE. WILLIAMS REFERRED TO A LETTER 
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HOWEVER, THAT THE UNIVERSITY MEETING BE SCHEDULED FOR 
MARCH 1976. WILLIAMS SAID HE WOULD ACCEDE TO THIS 
SINCE THE ONE-MONTH DELAY IN HOLDING THE HAVANA 
INAUGURAL MEETING OF ECLA CARIBBEAN COMMITTEE HAD 
NOW LEFT AN IMPRACTICALLY SHORT TIME TO DETERMINE 
AGENDA AND GAIN PARTICIPATION FOR A DECEMBER CON- 
FERENCE. 

3. COMMENT: WILLIAMS HAS REPEATEDLY NOTED HIS HIGH 
INTEREST IN PUERTO RICAN PARTICIPATION IN THE CON- 
FERENCE. 

RICH 
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